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There are a two ways to create a clipping path in Adobe® Photoshop. The method you choose will depend on the kind of
image you have.

- Use the Pen tool to create clipping paths on images with stark contrast
- Use the Magic Wand tool to creating clipping paths on images with lots of shading.

Creating a Clipping Path with the Pen Tool

1 Open the image in Photoshop.

2 Select the pen tool. On the pen palette, click the Paths button, |IIT FOD GO N - |r e[ aG
which looks like the pen tool inside a box.

3 Use the Pen tool to draw an outline around the image. To close the
outline, click on the first pen point you made.

4 Open the Paths palette (Window>Paths). You will see your
path is called “work path”on the palette.

5 Click the arrow in the upper-right corner of the palette and 5
select Save Path and click OK. Click the arrow again and select
Clipping Path. In the Flatness field, type 0.2 and click OK. _ Dockto Palette el
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Creating a Clipping Path with the Magic Wand Tool

1 Open the image in Photoshop.

£ Adobe Photoshop
File Edit Image Layer Select Fiter View Window Help 2

2 Select the Magic Wand tool, and then click in the area you want to
outline, then choose Select>Similar. If the area you want to outline
contains a lot of shading, it may be easier to click in the surrounding
area and then choose Select>Inverse to select the outline area.
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3 Select Window>Paths to open the Paths palette. From the
Paths palette menu select Make Work Path. Set the Tolerance
at 0.5 pixels.
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4 Select Save Path and then select Clipping Path. oot
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Select Clipping Path and Text Wrap Options

1 To wrap text around an image in InDesign, place an image
with a clipping path in the InDesign document.
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2 Select the image and choose Object>Clipping Path

2

to open the Clipping Path window. Gijow | el W Wik GEE
P ppINg - bl B e be fe e o e
- For Type, choose Photoshop Path. Arrange 8
- For Path, choose the name of the path you created in ot EETE
0 . ngroup rl+
Photoshop. (Photoshop's default name is Path 1.) e =
Unlock Position ChrlHAlHL AleJ)N.dy,\'ulwnhn)ﬂnl-yﬂbﬁ el s st S Tere i o fe
oeze aad o desh relgal doc pix m\ln'n:r
Texk Frame Options. .. gy o i
Fiting , o et ‘“‘3:,«‘"
S % e | i
Drop Shadow. .. Clrl+-alt+M i ; . n
Feather... led;;‘::l‘ryrl.ll}(:;b o
ﬂ!r ddvmn:.\.ll
n.nm:mmh ahm.-. ‘ ;uml-.m nlulhyllzlllr
Color Settings... un.y-umwlm Saails L . mm.- fwmnlnm Iumr e

Toprance: B
Foel Frare: H

I ipeert

= | Inchute sk E3ges

= |Bestrict toFrame

I L2 High Resaiition mage

3 With the image still selected, go to Window>Text Wrap
(InDesign 2.0), or Window>Type & Tables>Text Wrap (In-
Design CS and above) to open the Text Wrap palette.
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4 On the Text Wrap menu, click the Wrap
Around Object Shape icon (third from
the left). From the Type drop-down menu
under Contour Options, seclect Same

As Clipping. Then enter the outset value
— how far away from the object edges the
text will be.
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